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AmCham Health Care Council
Comparing incentives to objectives

Can we be an innovative economy
without smart immigration?

Does government policy align with government goals?
That was our primary question when AmCham’s Human
Resource Committee met with Jana Skalkova, the chief
advisor to the Minister of Labor. In particular, we wanted
to know whether how the government handles labor poli-
cy fits with its aims to generate higher value-added prod-
ucts out of the economy.

Higher value-added ultimately means more advanced

technology. More advanced technology requires more
advanced scientific and engineering capability. That
starts with STEM students. Although the last couple of
years has seen the number of such students rise,
Czechia has essentially spent the last decade runningin
place (see graph below left).

If the Czech educational system cannot produce more,
immigration can provide substitutes. Czech immigration
policy, however, is resulting in a rapid rise of the ratio of
unskilled to skilled immigrants entering the country. (See
graph below right).

AmCham agreed with Jana to organize a series of
roundtables with other ministries with the goal of creating

a unified people policy.
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The AmCham Health Care Council continues
to meet with key figures in the health care
sector to discuss the recommendations of
the cross-industry panel of experts who de-
bated the future of the country’s health care
late this spring.

As a result of discussions with individuals
such as Stépén Svadina-the head of the
Czech Medical Association JEP-and Miroslav
Ludvik-who runs Motol Hospital, we have
agreed to set up a series of debates which
ask the question whether the government has
set up incentive systems to achieve the high
quality health care it aims to achieve. Does
the way doctors and nurses get paid motivate
high performance and deep commitment?
Does public procurement reward innovation?
Do doctors and disease societies have the
resources (especially data) to spur the spread
of new techniques?
AmCham Digital Economy Council
When does cost start impacting cybersecurity?

AmCham is discussing with the National Cy-
bersecurity Office (NUKIB) how the govern-
ment plans to implement its proposed Cyber-
security Act.

The Act will mandate the government and stra-
tegic service providers take precautionary
steps to ensure the continuity of their services
during an emergency. One step is to be pre-
pared to shift the operation of such services to
within the territory of Czechia. Any credible
back-up plan will cost the government and
strategic services a good chunk of money.
That will be passed to taxpayers and/or con-
sumers.

Represented by Juraj Sedivy of CETIN, Michal
Stachnik of Microsoft, and Weston Stacey,
AmCham agreed with NUKIB to prepare pro-
posals for how make sure the cost does not
outweigh the benefit. More


http://www.amcham.cz/news/amcham-position-on-the-act-on-cybersecurity

energy policy

Energy policy update

Department for nuclear energy and new technologies
was established at the Ministry of Industry and Trade to
provide greater support to nuclear energy and related
research. More. In July, the Government passed updat-
ed National hydrogen strategy. State energy concept
document (SEK) is in the legislative pipeline.

On,path to construction process digitization, land
planning coordination

Ministry for Regional Development launched on July 1
Builder’s Portal (Portal stavebnika) for general public
and Information System for Construction Process
(Informacni systém stavebniho Fizeni) for staff. Nation-
al geoportal for land planning was launched to bring
together information on planning, regulatory issues or
territorial plans and urban studies. More.

Government also passed BIM implementation docu-

ment update.

digital economy

Government shaping digital strategy

The Government is working on the approval of the Na-
tional semiconductor strategy (more), passed the Act
on Cybersecurity proposal at its session on July 17 and
on July 24, The National Al Strategy 2030 update was
greenlighted.

Chamber of Deputies
Deputies will debate pension reform

The Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Parliament
approved the government’s pension reform in a first
reading. Key points include extended retirement age
or minimum pension level, among others. More.

amchamevents

September 10th
Macro Intel with Vice-Governor of
Czech National Bank Eva Zamrazilova

September 24th
AmCham Geopolitical Outlook with
PM’s advisor Tomas Pojar

September 27th
AmChamintel: Energy Outlook

October 9th
AmChamintel: 2025 Business Outlook

November 28th
AmCham Thanksgiving Dinner 2024

July 2024

workforce policy
Minimum wage increase rules set

Chamber of Deputies passed Labor Code amendment
setting minimum wage increase mechanism. More.

labor market, immigration policy

Update on employment of foreigners

Starting from July 1, citizens of Australia, Canada, Israel,
Japan, New Zealand, Singapore, South Korea, UK and
USA can use the so-called free access to the Czech la-
bor market. The immigration process still applies and
visas or residence permits are required. Blue card resi-
dence permits remain an option and may outweigh the
benefits of the free access. More details in English on

changes in employment of foreigners, including digit-
ized processes. Information in Czech is available here.

Please, see also information on the recognition of travel
documents issued by the Russian Federation.

Labor market is one of the four current top priorities of

the Government, together with transport infrastructure,
regional education system and housing development.
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AmCham is soliciting feedback on proposed
employer duties related to employee health

In proposed draft Section 55a of the Act on Specific
Health Care Services, the Ministry of Health has pro-

posed increased responsibility of employers for employ-
ee health. AmCham is soliciting feedback by August 30.
Please, contact kbendikova@amcham.cz for details.

EU

Government nominates Sikela to Commission
Minister of Industry and Trade Jozef Sikela will be the
Czech candidate for European Commissioner. More.
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https://mmr.gov.cz/cs/ostatni/web/novinky/stavebni-rizeni-v-cesku-vstoupilo-do-21-stoleti-od
https://mmr.gov.cz/cs/ostatni/web/novinky/vyhled-dalsiho-vyvoje-narodniho-geoportalu-uzemnih
https://mmr.gov.cz/cs/ostatni/web/novinky/vyhled-dalsiho-vyvoje-narodniho-geoportalu-uzemnih
https://www.mpo.gov.cz/cz/rozcestnik/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/snizeni-nakladu-na-nove-stavby-a-jejich-provoz--vlada-schvalila-aktualizaci-koncepce-zavadeni-metodiky-bim--282261/
https://www.mpo.gov.cz/cz/rozcestnik/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/snizeni-nakladu-na-nove-stavby-a-jejich-provoz--vlada-schvalila-aktualizaci-koncepce-zavadeni-metodiky-bim--282261/
https://www.mpo.gov.cz/cz/rozcestnik/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/narodni-polovodicova-strategie-je-v-mezirezortnim-pripominkovem-rizeni--281920/
https://www.odok.cz/portal/veklep/material/ALBSCSSFKU7S/
https://www.odok.cz/portal/veklep/material/ALBSCSSFKU7S/
https://www.mpo.gov.cz/cz/rozcestnik/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/cesko-jako-technologicky-lidr--vlada-schvalila-narodni-strategii-umele-inteligence-cr-2030--282255/
https://odok.cz/portal/veklep/material/KORND3BJKJ2T/
https://odok.cz/portal/veklep/material/KORND3BJKJ2T/
https://vlada.gov.cz/cz/media-centrum/aktualne/vlada-navrhne-eurokomisarem-za-cesko-jozefa-sikelu--chce-take-zmenou-zakona-posilit-obranyschopnost-statu-214679/
http://www.amcham.cz/calendar/macro-intel-with-vice-governor-of-czech-national-bank-eva-zamrazilova
http://www.amcham.cz/calendar/macro-intel-with-vice-governor-of-czech-national-bank-eva-zamrazilova
http://www.amcham.cz/calendar/amchamintel-energy-outlook-with-philippe-ducom-exxonmobil
http://www.amcham.cz/calendar/amchamintel-2025-business-outlook
http://www.amcham.cz/calendar/amcham-thanksgiving-dinner-2024
https://www.mpsv.cz/web/cz/invitation-to-the-webinar
https://www.mpsv.cz/web/cz/invitation-to-the-webinar
https://www.mpsv.cz/web/cz/invitation-to-the-webinar
https://www.mpsv.cz/web/cz/pozvanka-na-webinar
https://frs.gov.cz/zmeny-v-uznavani-cestovnich-dokladu-vydavanych-ruskou-federaci/
https://vlada.gov.cz/cz/ppov/nerv/aktuality/vlada-projednala-strategicky-dokument-obsahujici-opatreni--ktera-maji-pomoci-zvysit-ekonomicky-rust-a-modernizovat-ekonomiku-214523/
https://vlada.gov.cz/cz/ppov/nerv/aktuality/vlada-projednala-strategicky-dokument-obsahujici-opatreni--ktera-maji-pomoci-zvysit-ekonomicky-rust-a-modernizovat-ekonomiku-214523/
https://www.mpsv.cz/duchodova-reforma
https://www.mpsv.cz/web/cz/-/poslanci-schvalili-novy-mechanismus-valorizace-minimalni-mzdy-zvysi-se-tak-predvidatelnost-jejiho-vyvoje-pro-zamestnance-i-firmy
https://www.mpo.gov.cz/cz/rozcestnik/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/narodni-polovodicova-strategie-je-v-mezirezortnim-pripominkovem-rizeni--281920/
https://www.mpo.gov.cz/cz/rozcestnik/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/vlada-schvalila-aktualizaci-vodikove-strategie-cr--282161/
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politicalanalysis

Grayling: Eight CEE countries, 181 MEPs

’Following the conclusion of the EP voting, our teams
across the CEE region bring you our analysis how the
citizens of Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Hungary, Po-
land, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia chose their
representatives. While the EPP still remains the larg-
est group in the region, political shifts happened on
both sides of the political spectrum with a significant
number of MEPs still to confirm their EP Group’s alle-
giance.

Our report brings crucial information how the politi-
cal situation changed in each country, who will be
the key influencers in the new look EP, and local po-
litical highlights,’ says Michal Siffner, Head of Public
Relations at Grayling Czech Republic.

Out of the 181 MEPs (25% of 720), there will be 101
new faces in Brussels.

The centre-right European People’s Party (EPP) remains
the largest political group in the region, amassing more
than a third of the total seats the group obtained across
the EU. Adding the far-right European Conservatives and
Reformists (ECR) to the mix, it is clear that the region is
mainly represented by the right of the political spec-
trum.

High turnout in Hungary paved the way for the newly
formed party TISZA to truly challenge Fidesz, which for
the first time in 20 years did not secure an absolute ma-
jority in the EP elections. In Poland, Tusk won his first
election in 10 years, but PiS still remains strong — a sign
of how strong the polarization within the Polish society
remains. On other hand, an unlikely alliance between
the left and centre-right Romania secured them wins
both in EP and in local elections.

In Slovakia, half of the new MEP representation will not
be part of any of the active factions in the EP, while Cro-
atia boosted their EPP numbers to the detriment of Eu-
rosceptics. In the Czech Republic the opposition won
the EP elections and there was a tide of protest coali-
tions against the current establishment.

In line with the continental trend, Bulgarian politicians
were focused on local developments, driven by the local
snap elections which took part simultaneously. Slove-
nia used these elections as an opportunity to hold refer-
endum votes on other matters More.
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https://grayling.com/election-hub/cee-results/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michal-%C5%A1iffner-5957a3b7/
https://grayling.com/election-hub/cee-results/
https://www.kearney.com/service/operations-performance/article/leaning-into-the-future
https://iapp.org/resources/article/top-impacts-eu-ai-act-scope-subject-definitions-actors/?utm_campaign=Oktopost-Clifford+Chance+Germany&utm_content=Oktopost-LinkedIn&utm_medium=organic_social&utm_source=LinkedIn
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/636aa6281af0a10862074bc1/666c1815dee7df7ba5e2bdb7_Patient_Biomarkers_Survey_Whitepaper.pdf
https://www.forvismazars.com/ro/en/services/tax/central-and-eastern-european-tax-guide-2024
https://www.dlapiper.com/en/insights/publications/global-sanctions-alert/2024/dla-pipers-sanctions-matrix-quarterly-update-july-2024?utm_source=linkedin_company-dla-piper&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=lai&utm_term=emea&utm_content=publication
https://ctp.eu/insights/cee-the-made-in-europe-hotspot-for-global-business/#download

